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Abstract
This study aims to verify an important assumption in the Arabic noun phrase lexicalist
analysis, which claims the noun as the only head of the phrase. To confirm this assumption,
we make use of a set of criteria known as ‘Zwicky criteria for headedness'.
To analyze headedness in the Arabic noun phrase, we have considered three instances: [al-
I+N, Adj+N, and N1+N2. This study will contribute in the Arabic noun phrase analysis
within the framework of contemporary syntactic theories and especially endocentric - in
endocentric grammars, nominal phrase analysis requires the knowledge of the head
element from which are determined all (or most) of the features used in the analysis - and
lexicalist grammars - according to the ideas of the lexicalist hypothesis, the syntax cannot
manipulate nor have an access to the internal form of words.

Keywords : arabic - noun phrase — head - Zwicky - criteria for headedness.
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(Zwicky 1985 :4)
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Oly > — pk.i.» &1 (Jespersen 1924 :96) ¢y sy Uiyl (Zwicky 1985 :2) ($485 i
o — Eose b Lheatal @1 &Ll Uayl oS oy Gy "ol 2aS1 3o lie Janiad o
"B ageie (Jespersen 1924:96) (yesputy 3;;_35 Sael 4sy"s "del 1) e ol
gaid 5l gotd 454 Apend (K 30 el sl "ol i hE e H5 esalie Alauls,
LS sdag L mlss sy Sl 3L L gl Bl deal 15 L Wls azes o)
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$3054) AB5ad Lajew 056 of 0S& (63T XS daulyy (Asais (530%5) A85ad )]
A A A dals (Bsaia

285528 o1 285328 Wolull Lelddle s LU alises "8 sLas] J) 03] 0o it
5,Sall dxisly Boguay £ &I cweather 3x3%) 2Kl cextremely hot weather aaJlll §
Ll Laal! @l weather Cigad &l hots Jo¥) 2ieaY @l3 &ad of oSar s,
(catsll 2axy3) (Jespersen 1924 :96) "« aullall dpea’l 13 hot ijad &I extremelys

S 8 2l 08U Gl sl 13n Yaude 0sSiud ciel/uly saedll e Loezel 1303
S el G3SU Aoy Lae 5B Laglall 48T Aoy £io3) 2wkt Tpwl (ul LY
o Ly oS Saslan ple S 5 gl "l asede oo i Tlsll LUST el SLaY
O Al ! LY S e il e Bale 05S5 Laus o) Tl 2SI (T 42 el
Wl GU s Baotead adstll @ 0985 @l ek 2emls Tel on 28Mall oda
A5 13 Tl 068y gy Tl (B350 (Zak) 83al) 20l G o631 Bl o) ZLaY

16 « In any composite denomination of a thing or person (...), we always find that there is one word of
supreme importance to which the others are joined as subordinates. This chief word is defined (qualified,
modified) by another word, which in turn may be defined (qualified, modified) by a third word, etc. We are
thus led to establish different ‘ranks’ of words according to their mutual relations as defined or defining. In the
combination extremely hor weather the last word weather, which is evidently the chief idea, may be called
primary ; hot, which defines weather, secondary, and extremely, which defines hor, tertiary. » (Jespersen,
1924 :96)
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21 [quri‘at]3.F.PAss [[risalat.u]F.NOM [al.mu‘allim.i]JF.NOM
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